United States History and Government
Content-Specific Rubric
Thematic Essay—January 2007

Theme: Influence of Geographic Factors on Governmental Actions

Actions taken by the United States government have often been influenced by geographic factors. Some of
these factors include location, climate, natural resources, and physical features.

Task: Identify two actions taken by the United States government that have been influenced by geographic factors

and for each

» State one reason the United States took the action

* Describe how a geographic factor influenced the action
* Discuss the impact of the action on the United States

You may use any action taken by the United States government that was influenced by a geographic factor. Some
suggestions you might wish to consider include the Lewis and Clark expedition (1804-1806), issuance of the Monroe
Doctrine (1823), Mexican War (1846-1848), Commodore Perry's opening of Japan (1853), passage of the Homestead
Act (1862), purchase of Alaska (1867), construction of the Panama Canal (1904-1914), entry into World War II
(1941), passage of the Interstate Highway Act (1956), and involvement in the Persian Gulf War (1991).

Scoring Notes:

W

This thematic essay has a minimum of six components (one reason for ftwo actions taken by the United
States government, how geographic factors influenced these fwo actions, and the impact of these two
actions on the United States).

A response may combine the influence of the geographic factor with the reason for the action taken by
the United States. Likewise, a response may incorporate the influence of the geographic factor into the
discussion of the impact of the action.

Immediate or long-term impacts of the actions taken by the United States government may be discussed.
The same geographic factor may be used to discuss both actions, e.g., strategic location could be used in
a discussion of the Monroe Doctrine and in a discussion of the building of the Panama Canal.

Score of 5:

Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task in depth by identifying fwo actions taken by the United States
government that were influenced by geographic factors, stating a reason the United States took each action,
describing how a geographic factor influenced each action, and discussing the impact of each action on the
United States

Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g., Lewis and Clark
expedition: Jefferson justified the purchase of Louisiana with his dream for an “empire of liberty”; added to
knowledge of the territory by studying native cultures and performing scientific studies; opened the way for
western settlement and strengthened claims to Oregon; showed transcontinental journeys were possible;
construction of the Panama Canal: although building the canal through Panama was the ideal geographic
location, getting the rights to build a canal was the great challenge; due to its location and size, the isthmus
of Panama was a wise choice to place a canal for international use

Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., Lewis and Clark expedition:
President Jefferson in one bold move had doubled the size of the United States; United States wanted to
control trade on the Mississippi River by controlling the port of New Orleans; Lewis and Clark kept
extensive journals; construction of the Panama Canal: sea route prior to the canal was around the tip of
South America through treacherous waters and storms; the United States supported the Panamanians’ revolt
against Colombian rule

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme
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Score of 4:

Develops all aspects of the task but may do so unevenly by discussing all aspects for one action more
thoroughly than for a second action or by discussing some aspects of the task for both actions more
thoroughly than other aspects

Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g., issuance of
the Monroe Doctrine: the protection of Latin America was important to the United States because of Latin
America’s close proximity; President Monroe knew that the Monroe Doctrine would be effective because of
the implicit backing of the British navy; Mexican War: the United States wanted lands west of Texas and
winning a war with Mexico was one means of achieving that goal; the Mexican Cession would cause
sectional controversy over slavery and popular sovereignty

Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details

Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme

Score of 3:

Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least four aspects of the task in some depth
Is more descriptive than analytical (apply, may analyze, and/or evaluates information)

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies

Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a
restatement of the theme

Note: If all aspects of the task for one action have been thoroughly developed in depth and if the response

meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall response may be a Level 3 paper.

Score of 2:

Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least three aspects of the task in some depth
Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis

Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies

Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly
identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 1:

Minimally develops some aspects of the task

Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions;, may not clearly
identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 0:

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts,
examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test booklet; OR is
illegible; OR is a blank paper
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