
United States History and Government

Content-Specific Rubric

Thematic Essay—August 2006 

Scoring Notes:

Score of 5:

� Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by identifying two migrations or

movements of people within the United States, discussing the historical circumstances that led to those 

migrations and the impact on the people who moved and/or American society 

� Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g., westward

movement: the government encouraged migration through legislation such as the Homestead Act and

through land grants to the railroads; the greater numbers of whites in the West greatly increased the tensions

with Native American Indians; the influx of whites into western territories heightened the issue of slavery in

the territories; migration of African Americans to the North: the continued discrimination and lack of

economic opportunity in the South motivated many African Americans to move North where there were

factory jobs, especially during World War I; the presence of more African Americans in northern cities

contributed to increasing racial tensions

� Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., westward movement: Indian wars; 

cattle kingdoms; lure of gold and silver mines; building of transcontinental railroads; migration of African 

Americans to the North: Harlem Renaissance; Langston Hughes; growth of Northern industry; growth of

labor unions

� Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are 

beyond a restatement of the theme 

Theme: Migration of Peoples 

Throughout our nation’s history, important migrations or movements of people within the United States have

occurred. These migrations have had a significant impact on both the people who moved and on American

society.

Task: Identify two migrations or movements of people within the United States and for each

• Discuss the historical circumstances that led to the migration of these people

• Discuss the impact of the migration on the people who moved and/or on American society

You may use any important migration or movement of people from your study of United States history. Some

suggestions you might wish to consider include the forced migration of Native American Indians (1800–1880), the

westward movement (1840–1890), the migration of African Americans from the South to cities in the North (1900–

1929), the Puerto Rican migration to the North after World War II (1945–1960), the westward migration from the Dust 

Bowl (1930s), suburbanization (1945–present), and the migration to the Sun Belt (1950–present).

1. This thematic essay has a minimum of four components (the historical circumstances of two migrations

or movements of people within the United States and the impact of these two migrations or movements

on the people and/or on American society)

2. The response may discuss the impact of the migration on the people who moved or discuss the impact of 

the migration on American society, or the response may discuss the impact on both the people and 

American society.

3. The topic of the essay must be a migration or movement of people within the United States. Responses

that focus on immigration to the United States should not receive credit. However, a response may 

discuss the movement of an immigrant group within the United States after the groups’ arrival in the 

United States, e.g., the movement of German immigrants to farms in the Midwest or the movement of

Polish immigrants to cities along the Great Lakes, such as Buffalo and Chicago.
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Score of 4:

� Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing both aspects of the task for

one migration more thoroughly than for the the other migration or by developing one aspect of the task for

two migrations more thoroughly than the other aspect of the task

� Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information), e.g., forced

migration of Native American Indians: Americans began to think that minorities were subordinate; life on 

the reservation was much harsher for the Native American Indians because of corruption in the Bureau of

Indian Affairs; westward migration from the Dust Bowl: due to bad conditions and great wind, the top soil 

on the land got blown away; migration caused tension between the people of California and the Okies

because jobs were scarce for both groups)

� Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., forced migration of Native American 

Indians: Andrew Jackson; Worcester v. Georgia; Trail of Tears; reservations; westward migration from the 

Dust Bowl: migrant farm workers; The Grapes of Wrath; Great Depression 

� Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are 

beyond a restatement of the theme 

Score of 3:

� Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in some depth  

� Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or evaluate information)

� Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies

� Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a 

restatement of the theme 

Note: If at least two aspects of the task have been thoroughly developed evenly and in depth and if the 

response meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall response may be a Level 3 paper.

Score of 2:

� Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some depth 

� Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis

� Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies

� Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly

identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion 

Score of 1:

� Minimally develops some aspects of the task such as stating some information for both aspects of the task

for one migration of people or stating some information for one aspect of the task for two migrations of

people within the United States

� Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis

� Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies

� May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly 

identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion 

Score of 0:

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts,

examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test booklet; OR is

illegible; OR is a blank paper
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