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Scoring Notes:

Score of 5:
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by identifying two reform movements that

have had an impact on American life, discussing one major goal of each movement, describing one action
taken by an individual, an organization, or the government in an attempt to achieve each goal, and
evaluating the extent to which each goal was achieved

• Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) e.g., for woman’s
suffrage: a growing number of women noticed a problem with the sexist inequalities in society and began to
speak up; because of this reform movement; women today are more politically equal to men; for civil rights:
even though slavery had long been abolished, Jim Crow laws existed, segregation still existed, and racism
persisted; although racism is an ever present factor of American society, the civil rights movement
significantly decreased the inequalities and stereotypes that existed, allowing for an end to segregation and
the beginning of integration, which is still going on today

• Richly supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details e.g., for woman’s suffrage: Elizabeth
Cady Stanton; Lucretia Mott; Susan B. Anthony; Seneca Falls Convention; 19th amendment; women
working in factories during World War I and World War II; for civil rights: Jim Crow laws; Plessy v.
Ferguson; Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka; segregation; integration; racism; sit-ins; boycotts;
passive resistance; Rosa Parks; Montgomery bus boycott; Martin Luther King, Jr.; March on Washington;
“I have a Dream” speech; President Dwight D. Eisenhower and the Little Rock incident; Civil Rights Act of
1964; Voting Rights Act of 1965

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are
beyond a restatement of the theme

Theme: Reform Movements in the United States

Reform movements are intended to improve different aspects of American life. Through the actions of
individuals, organizations, or the government, the goals of these reform movements have been
achieved, but with varying degrees of success.

Task: Identify two reform movements that have had an impact on American life and for each
• Discuss one major goal of the movement
• Describe one action taken by an individual, an organization, or the government in an attempt to

achieve this goal
• Evaluate the extent to which this goal was achieved

You may use any reform movement from your study of United States history. Some suggestions you might
wish to consider include the abolitionist movement, woman’s suffrage movement, temperance movement,
Progressive movement, civil rights movement, women’s rights movement, and environmental movement.

1. This thematic essay has a minimum of six components (three aspects [a major goal, an action
taken, and an evaluation of the extent to which the goal was achieved] for each of two reform
movements).

2. If the topics of woman’s suffrage and women’s rights are chosen as the reform movements, the
response must include distinct and separate information for both movements.
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Score of 4:
• Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by developing two aspects of the task

more thoroughly than a third aspect of the task for both reform movements or developing all three aspects of
the task for one reform movement more thoroughly than for the other reform movement

• Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information) e.g., for woman’s
suffrage: inequalities existed between men and women in American society; by not allowing women the
right to vote, they were denied a right already given to men; for civil rights: slavery had been abolished but
Jim Crow laws were put into effect, encouraging racism; the civil rights movement decreased segregation,
but some racism still exists

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are

beyond a restatement of the theme

Note: At score levels 5 and 4, all six components of the task should be developed.
Holistic Scoring Reminder: This note applies only to the evaluation of bullet 1.

Score of 3:
• Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least four aspects of the task in some depth
• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or evaluates information) e.g., for woman’s

suffrage: some women began to take action to deal with getting the right to vote; the woman’s suffrage
movement gave women the right to vote; for civil rights: Jim Crow laws were put into effect after the Civil
War; the civil rights movement has helped to bring about integration

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be a

restatement of the theme

Note: If at least three components have been thoroughly developed evenly and in depth, and the response
meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the overall response may be a Level 3 paper.

Score of 2:
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least three aspects of the task in some depth
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis e.g., a war broke out

and all of the men were at war; the employers had no choice but to hire the women, since there were not
strong men around; the Emancipation Proclamation was a declaration that issued the freedom of all slaves;
Susan B. Anthony helped organize and attended the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly

identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 1:
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly

identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion

Score of 0:
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts,
examples, or details; OR includes only the theme, task, or suggestions as copied from the test booklet; OR is
illegible; OR is a blank paper
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