
SESSION TWO

FOR TEACHERS ONLY
The University of the State of New York

REGENTS HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATION

ENGLISH
Thursday, June 19, 2003— 9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., only

SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Comprehensive
Examination in English. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating
process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information
Booklet for Administering and Scoring the Comprehensive Examination in English.

Scoring of Multiple-Choice Questions

Indicate by means of a checkmark each incorrect or omitted answer to multiple-
choice questions on the Session Two answer sheet; do not place a checkmark beside
a correct answer. Use only red ink or red pencil. In the box provided under each
part, record the number of questions the student answered correctly for that part.
Transfer the number of correct answers for the Part A multiple-choice questions to
the appropriate spaces in the box in the upper right corner of each student’s 
SESSION ONE answer sheet.

Session Two
Correct Answers

Part A
(1)  4
(2)  1
(3)  3
(4)  2
(5)  1
(6)  2
(7)  4
(8)  1
(9)  3

(10)  2 
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Rating of Essays

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training for rating.  This process should include:
Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task and summarize its purpose, audience, and format
• Raters read passage(s) and plan own response to task
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning scores
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

(Note: Anchor papers are ordered from high to low within each score level.)

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers individually
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel confident enough to move

on to actual scoring

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a
student’s essay on the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or
answer sheet.  Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any
kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve
scores that differ by more than one point.  The scoring coordinator will be responsible
for coordinating the movement of papers, calculating a final score for each student’s
essay, and recording that information on the student’s answer paper for Session One,
and determining the student’s final score for the examination. The chart located at the
end of these scoring materials should be used for determining the final examination
score.
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Anchor Level 6 – A
Quality Commentary

The response:
Meaning Provides an interpretation of the critical lens that is faithful to the complexity of Saroyan’s

statement by disagreeing with the connection between failure and wisdom or goodness (Failure
does not necessarily help characters “come to wisdom” to be “good people,” nor does wisdom
gained “through failure” necessarily make characters “good”). The response uses this
disagreement to make insightful analyses of Sophocles’ Antigone and Shakespeare’s Hamlet,
stating that both protagonists were good without first overcoming failures and then both were
disillusioned and destroyed by failure.

Development Develops ideas clearly and fully, effectively using a wide range of relevant evidence to support
the contention that the protagonists, Antigone and Hamlet, are antithetical to the critical lens.
References to the literary elements of characterization (faithful and moral and one who sought
truth) and plot (put the law of the god’s … before her uncle’s civil ruling and set up a strategy
with some traveling actors) support the discussion.

Organization Maintains the focus established by disagreeing with the critical lens. The response exhibits a
logical and coherent structure, contrasting within each textual discussion the antagonist’s and
protagonist’s actions and the consequences of their failures. The effective use of transitions
(both, instead of, Eventually) further strengthens coherence.

Language Use Is stylistically sophisticated, using language that is precise and engaging (Most literature is
based on conflicts within which characters either strengthen their beliefs or change them). The
response varies structure and length of sentences to enhance meaning.

Conventions Demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated
language.

Conclusion: Overall, the response best fits the criteria for Level 6 in all qualities.
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